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MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Mar  pie  Urban 

District  Council. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Sixteenth 
Annual  Report. 

The  area  of  your  District  is  3,053  acres,  urban  and  rural. 

The  physical  features  and  character  of  the  District  are  of  a 
hilly  nature,  intersected  by  valleys,  and  with  the  river  Goyt 
winding  through  the  outer  borders. 

The  village  is  chiefly  built  on  a  slope,  with  a  west  and 
north-west  gradient. 

The  height  above  sea  level  varies  from  450  to  633  feet.  It 
is  well  wooded  and  drained,  except  parts  of  Marple  Dale, 
which  are  damp  and  humid,  owing  to  insufficient  fall  and  near¬ 
ness  to  the  river.  The  sub-soil  is  chiefly  clay,  with  faults  of 
sand  and  marl,  although,  owing  to  its  natural  drainage,  it  is 
fairly  dry  and  healthy.  The  district  is  chiefly  a  residential 
one,  consisting  of  fairly  large  property,  tenanted  and  owned  by 
people  with  businesses  in  the  adjacent  towns  of  Manchester, 
Stockport,  etc. 
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There  are  three  mills,  and  a  few  small  works.  The  chief 
industry  is  cotton  spinning  and  manufacturing. 

The  cottages  are,  generally  speaking,  roomy,  and  well 
ventilated,  but  there  is  still  a  demand  for  more  cottage  pro¬ 
perty,  and  several  are  to  be  built  this  year,  which  will  do  away 
with  some  cases  of  overcrowding. 

I  estimate  the  population  for  1913  at  6,500. 

We  have  considerably  improved  the  sewerage  and  drain¬ 
age  this  year,  and  although  the  sewage  works  may  be  large 
enough  at  present,  in  the  near  future  they  will  have  to  be  much 
enlarged,  and  more  land  will  be  required  for  filtration. 

The  length  of  sewer  in  Stockport  Road,  mentioned  in  my 
last  Report,  has  been  relieved  by  the  construction  of  another 
sewer.  The  flushing  of  the  dead  ends  of  sewers,  as  at  present 
practised,  will  not  be  sufficient  in  a  dry  season,  and  thorough 
flushing  of  the  whole  system  will  be  necessary. 

We  have  joined  with  the  Ludworth  and  Mellor  Sewerage 
Board,  and  will  carry  the  sewage  of  Low  Marple  into  their 
system  ;  by  this  means  saving  the  ratepayers  considerable  ex¬ 
pense,  and  enabling  us  to,  at  last,  thoroughly  drain  that  district. 

The  disposal  of  excrement  in  the  district  is  by  three 
methods,  viz.,  water  carriage,  pails,  and  middens.  We  are 
still  converting  privy  middens  into  water  closets  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  The  number  of  such  middens  have  fallen  from  833 
last  year  to  696  this,  but  much  still  requires  to  be  done. 

There  are  now  600  water  closets,  and  309  slop  water 
closets.  In  the  whole  of  the  district  there  are  only  20  cess¬ 
pools.  You  will  see  from  the  Inspector’s  Report  that  no  less 
than  387  sanitary  defects  were  inspected  in  the  year,  and  227 
abated,  with  160  still  in  hand. 

The  pails  and  middens  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  men 
as  quickly  as  possible,  but  it  is  impossible  to  do  all  this  at 
night,  and  the  result  is  not  very  satisfactory.  Ash-bins  and 
pails  are  collected  weekly.  There  are  777  ashbins,  compared 
with  90,  seven  years  ago.  The  refuse  is  deposited  on  tips 
away  from  habitation. 

The  Water  Supply  of  Marple  is  obtained  from  the  Stock- 
port  Corporation,  from  Lyme  and  Kinder. 


The  water  is  good  in  quality,  although  occasionally  com¬ 
plaints  are  heard  that  it  is  brown,  or  reddish,  and  throws  down 
a  deposit.  1  do  not  consider  it  injurious  to  health,  if  filtered, 
although  it  is  unsightly.  Some  of  the  mains  are  very  much 
encrusted  from  age. 

Milk  Supply  :  This  is  abundant,  and  of  good  quality,  and, 
if  sufficient  care  is  only  taken  by  the  milkers  to  have  their 
hands  clean,  and  the  cows  udders  washed,  and  the  utensils 
kept  perfectly  free  from  dust,  there  would  be  no  complaints. 

No  cases  of  unsound  food,  or  meat,  came  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  during  the  year. 

The  Infantile  Death-rate  has  been  much  higher  this  year, 
viz.,  133,  as  against  48.8  last  year. 

Six  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  defects,  and 
premature  birth. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES, 

There  have  been  verv  few  Infectious  Diseases  notified 

j 

this  year,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  seven  cases,  Erysipelas  four 
cases,  Diphtheria  four  cases. 

Slight  epidemics  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken-Pox 
occurred  during  the  year,  but  were  soon  suppressed,  owing, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  the  thorough  and  periodic  fumigation 
of  the  schools,  public  and  private. 

PHTHISIS 

Only  one  death  occurred  from  this  disease.  We  have  no 
Sanatoria  in  this  district,  and  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
remove  cases  from  home.  We  hope  this  will  be  altered  ere 
long. 
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The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  : — 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  ; 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1909  ; 

Tuberculosis  Act,  1912. 

BYE-LAWS. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Common  Lodging-houses, 
Slaughter-houses,  Cleansing  and  Scavenging,  Offensive  trades, 
Hackney  Carriages. 

DAIRiES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

These  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  found  healthy 
and  clean.  In  eight  cases  defects  were  found,  and  rectified. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  have  been  inspected,  and  found  healthy,  and 
well  ventilated.  In  one  school  water  closets  have  been  erected, 
and  it  is  hoped  the  other  schools  will  be  also  converted. 

The  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Bake-houses  have  been 
systematically  inspected,  and  no  defects  have  been  found. 
They  are  all  clean,  healthy,  and  in  a  good  sanitary  state. 

Under  the  Housing  Inspection  Act,  1909,  40  houses  were 
inspected,  and  16  defects  found  were  remedied.  No  further 
action  was  necessary. 

The  following  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with,  viz. : 


Defective  Drains . :  .  95 

Privies  converted  into  w.c.’s .  83 

Improper  Ashpits . . .  4 

Structural  Defects  ...  . . .  11 

Defective  Pavings  .  9 

Defects  in  Cowsheds,  etc .  22 

Improper  Water  Supply  .  1 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  .  2 

Nuisances  Abated  . 227 

,,  Not  Abated  .  160 


387 
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METEOROLOGICAL. 


Jan.,  3.42 

inches  rain  fell 
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y  y  y  y 

18  „ 

Total  rainfall  in  year  29.01  inches,  rain  fell  on  190  days. 
Average  for  the  last  57  inches,  33.42  inches. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS’  ACT. 

There  are  eleven  factories,  and  thirty-three  workshops,  in 
the  district.  These  have  been  inspected  periodically,  anc]  all 
defects  (minor  ones)  rectified.  They  were  all  in  a  healthy 
condition,  limewashed,  good  ventilation,  no  overcrowding,  and 
clean.  All  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  good. 

There  are  ten  bake-houses  in  the  district.  All  were  clean, 
and  whitewashed.  There  are  five  slaughter-houses,  and  they 
are  all  well  paved,  drained,  and  whitewashed,  and  no  defects 
were  found. 

There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding,  and  no  illegal  em¬ 
ployment  of  girls.  No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during 
the  year. 

The  canal  boats  were  inspected,  forty  in  number  ;  one 
defect  reported  and  remedied. 

No  smoke  nuisances  occurred  during  the  year. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  Veterinary  Inspector  for  Cattle. 

2.  Better  Flushing  and  Ventilation  of  Sewers. 

3.  Notification  of  Measles. 

4.  Improvement  in  Condition  of  Private  Streets. 
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In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  consider  this  report  to  be  a 
satisfactory  one,  in  that  the  Death  Rate  is  the  lowest  one  1  have 
ever  reported  to  you,  but  unsatisfactory,  because  the  Infantile 
Death  Rate  is  high,  and  the  Birth  Rate  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  few  cases  of  Zymotic  Disease,  and  the  very  low  death 
rate  from  Phthisis,  are  sources  of  congratulation. 


I  am,  gentlemen 


Your  Obedient  Servant 


HARRY  BURTON, 

M.D.  Durham,  M.R.C.S.  Eng'. 
L.S.A.,  Lonch,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT. 
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Cheshire  County  Council. 

Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  during  1913. 

Name  of  District,  Alarple  Urban. 

I.  ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Have  any  of  the  undernamed  Acts  been  adopted  by  your  Council 
during*  1913  ? 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  .  Adopted  1895. 

2.  Notification  of  Births  Act . 

3.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 . 

(State  Sections  in  force)  15  to  25,  27  to  38,  43  to  67,  69  to 
77,  92  to  95  became  in  force  April  23rd,  1912. 

4.  Other  Adoptive  Acts  . 

II  BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

State  subject  matter  of  any  new  Bye.laws  or  Regulations  brought 
into  force  during  1913.  A  copy  of  any  new  Bye-laws  or 
Regulations  would  be  acceptable . 


III.  MILK  SUPPLY. 


Number  inspected 
during  1913. 

'.V.  38 


1.  Number  of  Registered  Premises 

at  close  of  1913  : — 

(a)  Dairies . 

(b)  Cowsheds . 46 

(c)  Milkshops  . 

2.  Number  of  Notices  served  for  non-compliance  with  Regula¬ 

tions  . '. .  8 

3.  Number  of  Legal  Actions  taken  for  non-compliance  with 

Notices,  etc .  None. 


IV.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


1 . 


2. 


3- 

4- 


Is  this  systematically  carried  out  in  your  District  ?  . Yes. 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  in  your  District  (a)  Public) . 

(b)  Private  5. 

Number  of  inspections  made  of  Slaughterhouses  during  1913: 

(a)  Public. 

(b)  Private  10. 


Are  systematic  inspections  made  of  premises  other  than 
Slaughterhouses  where  food  is  produced  or  sold  ?  If  so, 

please  state  generally  nature  of  premises  so  inspected . 

Bakehouses,  butcher’s  shops,  confectioners,  tripe  and 
sausage  shops. 


V.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

1.  Have  any  extensions  been  carried  out  during  1913  ?  If  so, 
please  append  brief  note .  No. 

Number  of  Samples  analysed  during  1913 


2. 


None. 
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3.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  district  stiil  without  a 
proper  suppiy  ?  .  Dooley  Lane. 


VI.  POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


In  your  opinion  are  any  Rivers  or  Streams  in  your  District 
polluted,  or  likely  to  be  polluted  at  times,  by  any  of  the 
following'  ?  : — 

River  or  Stream  concerned. 


Source  of  Pollution. 

(a)  Public  Sewage  Disposal 

Works  .  ; .  . . 

(b)  Private  Sewage  Disposal 

Works  . 

(c)  Solid  matter  (accumula. 

lions  of  cinders,  refuse, 
sludge,  etc.)  . 

(cl)  House  Drainage . 

(e)  Manufacturing  waste  oi 
effluents  . 


(a)  . 

( b )  . 

(c)  Only  refuse  from  sinks  in 

the-  Urban  portion. 

(cl) . 

(e) . 


VII.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

1.  Specify  any  new  works  of  sewerage  carried  out  during 

1913  .  Sewer  enlarged  in  Stockport  Rd.,  Marple. 

2.  Are  any,  and  if  so  what,  parts  of  your  district  still  without  a 
proper  system  of  sewers  ? 

3.  By  what  system  is  sewage  disposed  of  ? — Septic  tanks  and 
land. 

4.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  to  your  knowledge  during 

1913  as  to  the  disposal  works  ?  .  No  complaint. 

5.  Have  any  alterations  or  extensions  taken  place  to  your  know¬ 
ledge  in  the  disposal  works  during  1913  ?  ...  Sewage  beds 
increased. 


VIII.  SCAVENGING. 

1.  By  whom  is  this  carried  out  ?...The  Council,  by  direct  em¬ 
ployment  of  labour. 

2,  Approximate  number  of  the  following  in  your  district  : _ 

How  frequently  scavenged  ? 


(a)  Midden-privies.. 

(b)  Dry  Ashpits..  .. 

(c)  Pail  Closets . 

(d)  Dustbins . 

(e)  Cesspools  . 


696 

196 

114 

777 

20 


.  ...  From  14  days  to  3  months 

*  *  *  *  5  ?  5  ?  3  9  3  ■» 

...  Weekly. 

•  •  •  •  5  ? 

.  ...  When  necessary. 


3.  Is  the  present  system  in  your  opinion  inadequate  in  any 
respect  ?...We  are  improving  it. 
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IX.  HOUSING. 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  built  during-  1913 .  11 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  s.  17  Act  of 

1909 .  40 

3.  Number  of  such  houses  considered  unfit  for  habitation.. None. 

4.  Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority  ...  None. 

5.  Number  of  closing  orders  made  by  Local  Authority  ...  None. 

6.  Number  of  houses  where  defects  remedied  without 

closing  orders  being  made . .  •••  16 

7.  Number  of  houses  where  defects  remedied  after  clos¬ 

ing  orders  made  .  None. 

8.  Estimated  or  ascertained  number  of  houses  within 

limits  of  rent  in  s.  14  of  Act  of  1909  . 

g.  Number  of  such  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was 


served  during  1913  . None. 

10  Number  of  such  houses  closed  after  notice .  None. 

11.  Number  of  such  houses  where  Local  Authority  has 

executed  necessary  repairs,  etc .  None. 

12.  Approximate  number  of  back-to-back  houses  in  district.  46 

13.  Approximate  number  of  cellar  dwellings  in  district  ...  None 


X.  TOWN  PLANNINC. 

Has  any  scheme  of  Town  Planning  been  put  forward  for 
your  District  or  any  part  thereof  ?  If  so,  please 
make  brief  note  of  (a)  part  of  District  covered  by  Scheme  . 

(b)  Area . *.  . 

(c)  Population  . 

(d)  How  far  has  the  Scheme  progressed  at  date  of 

making  this  Report  ? . 


XL  PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


Kindly  state  action  taken  during  1913  under  following  heads  : 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  patients’  houses  .  Two. 

Disinfection  of  ditto  . 

Distribution  of  circulars  containing  advice  . 

Action  to  prevent  spitting . Explanatory. 

Provision  of  shelters  ...  . . 

Supply  of  disinfectant  .  . 


Supply  of  Sputum-flasks,  paper  handkerchiefs,  etc. 
Visitation  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  . 


(Signed) 
March  1st,  1914. 


HARRY  BURTON. 


Tabular  Statement  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1913. 

Marple  Urban  District. 
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Signed,  D,  J.  DIVER,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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